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Royal Aeronautical Society, pilot David Evans explained,
“We've got a situation where there is fuel, hot brakes and
an engine that we can’t shut down. And really, the safest
place was onboard the aircraft until such time as things
changed. So we had the cabin crew with an alert phase the
whole time through ready to evacuate, open doors, inflate
slides at any moment. As time went by, that danger abated,
and, thankfully, we were lucky enough to get everybody
off very calmly and very methodically through one set of
stairs.”
Down on the ground, the uncontained engine failure
launched debris onto houses and cars on the Indonesian
island of Batam. Thankfully, nobody on the ground was
hurt.
Getting back into service
On inspection, it was found that a turbine disc in the engine
had shattered, a result of an improperly manufactured
stub oil pipe. Qantas and Singapore Airlines grounded
their A380s until all the engines could be inspected. Some
engines were changed out, while others had repairs enacted
to prevent the fault from occurring again.
VH-OQA was repaired and returned to service in April
2012. She was, in fact, the first Qantas A380 to return
with its refurbished cabinand the new first class product
onboard, around a year ago.
Sadly, due to the pandemic, the aircraft is currently
grounded, resting its wings in the California sun. Qantas

has said it will mothball its giant aircraft until 2023 amid

the unprecedented downturn in travel demand and the
closure of international borders from Australia. In time,
hopefully, VH-OQA will return to service.

The pilot who saved QF32 will fly no more

The pilot at the controls of Nancy -Bird Walton was Qantas
Captain Richard Champion de Crespigny. He is lauded
with being instrumental in the successful landing of the
aircraft following the events of QF32, and for saving the
passengers onboard. However, it seems his career has
come to an untimely end.

Just days before the 10th anniversary of the near -disaster,
de Crespigny revealed that he would no longer be
working for Qantas, a direct consequence of the current
downturn in international travel. Speaking to Australian
publication Traveler, he said,

“COVID-19 has terminated my 45-year professional
flying career. I am currently stood down and am in
limbo, not having flown since March, and will take early
retirement effective November 30.”

Although de Crespigny’s flying days may be over, his
achievements have not gone unrewarded. His book
documenting the events of that fateful day, ‘QF32’, was
a best-selling in 2012, and a follow -up book ‘Fly! Life
Lessons from the Cockpit of QF32’ was released in 2018.
In normal circumstances, he travels the world over,
presenting on topics of resilience to various governments
and companies, and that’s hopefully something he can
continue to do once borders open again.
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10 years ago, a Qantas Airbus A380 suffered an uncontained engine failure minutes after departure from
Singapore’s Changi Airport. A gainst all odds, the pilots managed to land the plane, and all passengers and
crew were disembarked safely . Now, VH-OQA is resting its wings in the California sun, hopefully to return
to service in the future. Sadly, the same cannot be said for the hero pilot who saved the flight and all onboard.

Qantas flight 32

VH-OQA was Qantas’ first Airbus A380, and was named
Nancy -Bird Walton after the pioneering female aviator of
the same name. Also known as the ‘Angel of the Outback’,
she was the youngest Australian woman to get a pilot’s
license. Just a year after her death, her namesake aircraft
was involved in an uncontained engine failure. Perhaps
she was the angel watching over that flight because, against
all odds, every passenger and crew member walked away
unscathed.

QF32 was a regularly scheduled flight from London to
Sydney via Singapore. On November4th,2010, VH-OQA
departed as planned from Singapore s Changi Airport on its
way to Sydney, with 440 passengers and 29 crew onboard.
Four minutes into the flight, the A380 suffered an
uncontained engine failure. Shrapnel from the number
2 engine punctured part of the wing, damaging the fuel
system and causing leaks. These leaks caused a fuel tank
fire.

If that wasn’t enough, damage to the hydraulic system
and anti-lock braking system caused two other engines
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to go into ‘degraded’ mode. This, combined with damage
to the landing flaps and controls for the number 1 engine,
made the plane largely uncontrollable. The flight crew
entered a holding pattern to assess the situation. They were
faced with landing the biggest commercial passenger jet
in the world, 50 tonnes over maximum landing weight,
with fewer controls than they were used to. It was a dire
situation.

After almost two hours of holding, the crew made an
attempt to land. Nancy-Bird Walton hit the runway hard
and fast. Heavy braking caused four of the tires to blow out,
but the aircraft came to a stop with runway to spare.
Although being back on the ground was a relief for the
passengers and crew, the drama wasn't over. Fuel was
dripping down onto the hot brakes, and the number 1 engine
could not be powered down. Fire crew had to douse the
engine on the ground until flameout was achieved. The risk
of fire was high, and cabin crew were poised to evacuate the
passengers via emergency slide.

Thankfully this wasn t necessary in the end. Speaking to the



Why was The MD-80 Called

Having made its first flight in 1979, the McDonnell Dou glas MD -80 went into service with launch customer
Swiss airin 1980 . The aircraft, which was developed from the Douglas DC-9, became affectionately known
as the Mad Dog. Buthow did it come to get its nickname?

The MD-80 Mad Dog

The McDonnell Douglas MD-80 was designed as
a stretched version of the Douglas DC-9 and was
originally designated as the DC-9 Super 80. It wasn’t
until 1983 that it would be officially renamed as the
MD -80. Itis a narrow body aircraft featuring twin Pratt
& Whitney turbofan engines attached to the rear of the
fuselage, a distinctive T-tail, and small and efficient
wings.

The Mad Dog nickname came not only from its MD
initials but also because it takes off like a rocket and
makes a hell of a lot of noise. Unlike later automated
planes, the Mad Dog also needs full hands-on attention
from the pilot during takeoff and landing.

The MD-80 became a common sight across the skies
as it became something of a workhorse on short-haul
routes. If you lived close to an airport served by the
Mad Dog, you'd certainly be aware of it taking off as it
roared into the sky.

The Mad Dog was no easy sell

Between its maiden flight in 1979 and the end of
production in 1999, McDonnell Douglas, and later
1,191 MD-80s. It
featured many technological advances, including two

Boeing, built and delivered

autonomous digital flight guidance computers, a glare
shield-mounted flight guidance control panel, flight
director, auto throttle, a thrust mode selection system,
and an auto land system.

McDonnell Douglas had good initial orders from

Europe. Launch customer Swiss air ordered 15 aircraft,
while Austrian Airlines took eight planes. However,
apart from Pacific Southwest Airlines (PSA), no North
American airline showed any interest in ordering the
MD-80.

The main reason was that the Air Line Pilots
Association (ALPA) insisted that the aircraft needed a
crew of three pilots. This was despite the fact that the
FAA had approved the Super 80 with a minimum crew
of a pilot and co-pilot. Before confirming its order,
even PSA had to convince its pilots’ union, which was
not affiliated to ALPA.

MD -80 sales finally take off

Between 1977 and 1982, McDonnell Douglas had only
secured orders for 109 MD-80s. However, in 1982,
the company launched an inspirational sales campaign,
including a world tour taking in Europe, the Middle
East, and Asia. It also used every trick in the book to
convince American Airlines and Delta to place orders
for the MD-80.

The manufacturer’s persistence eventually paid off.
According to Planespotters.net, American airlines had
owned 383 Mad dogs until their final retirement on
September 4 last year. Delta, which had been the launch
customer of the DC-9, ordered 165 MD-80s. Its final
Mad Dog was retired on June 2.

The MD-80 is still flying over 40 years after its launch,
but you might have to travel to some far-flung places to
get onboard one of the iconic planes.
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Amazon Gets FAA Clearance To
Launch Drone Delivery Trials

Retail giant Amazon will trial deliveries by drone later this year. The FAA recently gave Amazon the tick of
approval to test the delivery method out. Don'’t expect your latest order to get dropped on your doorstep by
drone anytime too soon. But this highly controlled trial does bring it one step closer.

FAA clears Amazon to trial drone deliveries

the FAA had recently designated Amazon Prime an “air
carrier”. That designation will allow Amazon to trial
drone deliveries under controlled conditions. Amazon
is not the first business to use drones for deliveries.
United Parcel Service and Wing are also trialing drone
deliveries at locations in the United States.

“This certification is an important step forward for
Prime Air and indicates the FAA’s confidence in
Amazon’s operating and safety procedures for an
autonomous drone delivery service that will one day
deliver packages to our customers around the world”
Amazon will begin trialing the drone deliveries at an
undisclosed location in the United States. It’'s going
to be controlled and operate under intense scrutiny.
Expect weight and distance limitations as Amazon and
the FAA use the trial to iron out the kinks.

Amazon and the FAA work together to resolve obstacles
While it’s a neat idea that could potentially revolutionize
the delivery process, it won 'tall be clear air for Amazon.
They need to demonstrate that drone delivery is safe.
Nobody wants drones crashing, parcels inadvertently
getting dropped, or cat’s tails getting clipped during the
delivery process. But for the proposal to make sense
financially, Amazon needs these drones to operate with
ahigh level of autonomy.
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While drone flights come under the control of the FAA,
the safety watchdog’s rules and regulations come from
adifferent era.

Amazon had to seek an FAA waiver regarding the use
of Flight Attendants on some flights. That’s because
current FAA regulations assume all flights are manned.
For future drone flights to operate smoothly, regulations
will need to be updated.

This trial is taking place because the FAA was willing
to work with Amazon to overcome longstanding
regulations that could have grounded the flights before
they took off. The FAA says it wants to embrace
innovation while maintaining its focus on safety. In
the future, the FAA will need to look at issues like
autonomous flights, a new air-traffic system to track
low -altitude drone flights, noise controls, overflight of
crowds and houses, and drone identification.

At the time, the drones were flying up to 15 miles and
dropping off parcels weighing under 5 pounds. The
process was taking less than 30 minutes. Amazon also
noted that most of their deliveries already weigh less
than 5 pounds.

There are a few hurdles to overcome before we see
drones emblazoned with Prime Air logos buzzing down
the street. But there’s also a kind of inevitability about
it. It’s a hugely exciting area and something well worth
keeping a close eye on.
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